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that, I have met with such encouragement as few men of
any age could boast in this calling. Fortune has held out
a cordial hand to me and plenty sits smiling at my board.
Applause has followed me in flattering volume from the
onset of my stage career. That I have been appreciative
of it I most earnestly wish the public to know, and that I
shall not abate my industry during the closing years of my
stage life. I am wearied beyond measure. There comes
a time in every busy man's life when a lull in the hot race
seems imperative. That is my conviction, and I shall
act upon it."

When he had once fixed his mind on the rest which was
to come to him his spirits rose perceptibly. His imagina-
tion found a new toy in planning his last three years on
the stage and the long, irresponsible vacation that was to
come after.ords of his physicians evidently preyed upon his
